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Date Event
13th  Sept Coffee with Curriculum Coordinator / PTO 

Elections
16th - 20th  Sept ECDC Family Week / Assessments
20th Sept ECDC Grandparents’ Day
1st - 4th  Oct Student Rep. Elections
5th  Oct World Teachers’ Day
9th   Oct Holiday - Independence Day
17th - 18th  Oct Global Village / MYP Africana
21st  - 25th  Oct Midterm Break
11th - 14th Dec Service Week
14th Dec Term I Ends at Noon
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Message from the Head of School / CEO

Message from Finance

Greetings AIS Family, 
Hope you all had a great time bonding with family dur-
ing the summer break. To all our new parents, I would 
like to extend a warm welcome and hope that you soon 
settle into our community and will be very happy at our 
school. To our returning parents, welcome back! I was 
glad to meet so many of you during our Open Day and see 
so many happy faces. This academic year, we have record-
ed unprecedented attendance, of almost 80%, in the first 
week of school, which tells us that how happy children 
are to be back at school.
This year is special and challenging for me, both as an individual, as well as Head of School, for various im-
portant reasons:
• The Primary Years Programme, that I began in 2011 as a PYP coordinator, is completing a full cycle with 

two years of candidacy and five years of authorisation and now set for re-evaluation in March 2020;
• MYP and Diploma Programme are completing their two years of candidacy and set for the authorisation 

visit in January and February 2020;
• Cambridge A Levels authorisation visit is due this month.
With such exciting milestones ahead of us, you could see why this year holds extra special for us. Needless 
to say, none of this would be possible without our AIS Family, be it the unwavering support from parents, or 
our ever-dependable staff. 
As you read on, you will also read about an exciting new addition to our management team, Ms Zoe Calder, 
who joins us as Deputy Secondary Head of Department. She will assist Mr Charles in the smooth functioning 
of the MYP department, as well as coordinate projects, trips and also deal with the discipline policies.
Another noteworthy change in our management team is the departure of Ms Rebecca Hawkins, who had to 
unfortunately return to her country of origin, due to family commitments. The Early Childhood Department 
will now be headed by Ms. Sarah Bowman, who will also continue in her role as Curriculum Coordinator.
With the exponential growth in this family, we have introduced new streams in several yearbands. This 
means you will see many new teaching staff as well, please do take the time to read on as each HoD intro-
duces their team. This is also testament to our promise that we will not compromise on the class sizes as we 
grow!
This newsletter also touches upon logistic issues such as car park, new IDs, fee deadlines, student elections, 
PTO elections, World Scholars trip, calendar, clubs, daycare, lunches, security gates, mobile phone policy, at-
tendance policy, retention policy, assemblies and much more. Wish you a wonderful term ahead!     
                                                                                                                    Ameena Lalani - HoS/CEO

Term 1 fees were due by September 2, 2019. Late payments will incur a 5% surcharge. Please note, if you 
have paid fees in the bank kindly submit a copy of bank advice to the Finance Department.
Also, a polite reminder about daycare charges. Students must be picked within 15 minutes of completing 
daily classes or clubs, whichever applies. Students who are not picked within this timeframe incur daycare 
charges, which is then added to your invoice of the following term. 
AIS offers a 15% reduction on one term’s fee, following the introduction of a new enrolled student.
                        Finance Department
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PARENT TEACHER ORGANISATION (PTO) UPDATES

LEARNER SUPPORT SERVICES UPDATES

ADMINISTRATION UPDATES

Welcome back for another exciting year at AIS!
The AIS PTO last year was very active and partnered with the school on several         
successful projects. We are looking forward to continuing to support our students in 
the year to come; but we need your help!
It is a new year which means new volunteer parents and staff to take part in PTO. 
On September 13th, during the Coffee with Curriculum Coordinator (CCC) event, PTO 
will be hosting a short update and election for the 2019-2020 PTO.

If you are interested in joining PTO, we will be sending messages through the WhatsApp groups with                   
information on the spaces available and how you can sign up.
Let’s support each other and work to continue building our schooling community. 
                  AIS PTO  2018-2019

New beginnings are about new chapters, literally and figuratively. We hope that, by now, you are back from 
a well-deserved break, acclimatized to your new routine at AIS, and rearing to go.
For new, as well as returning, parents, we hope you have had a look at the new parent handbook that was 
disseminated during Open Day. This booklet will give you all the information you need about standard op-
erating procedures (SOPs) at school, which includes information about exit ID cards, lunch, clubs, daycare, 
birthday celebrations, curriculum, assessments and a lot more. This handbook is the most updated version, 
so please ensure you grab a copy from the admin office, if you haven’t already.

We hope you have returned the Lunch and Club Forms, however, in keep-
ing with the requests from parents who have not reported as yet, we have 
extended the deadline to September 9, 2019. When signing your child up 
for a club, please keep in mind that in order to see substantial progress, the 
student needs to do a club through an academic year.
We would like to thank all parents who have respected and adhered to our 
deadline for dropping off home lunches. Please note that the main gate will 
be closed sharp at 11:00 am and all home lunches arriving after this time 
will be returned.

Exit gate and parking: For new parents, please note that in an attempt to ease traffic, we open the exit gate 
twice a day; between 7:00 to 9:00 am and between 3:00 to 5:00 pm. The exit gate will remain closed at all 
other times. We exhort all parents to follow parking lot rules and park at designated spots only, and also 
drivel slowly and carefully on campus.

Thank you for your continued support.
                AIS Administration

Welcome back from Learner Support Services!
At AIS,  we are proud to offer a community that supports and enables in-
clusion of all students. Learner Support Services (LSS) is made of a team 
of qualified teachers, a counsellor, and support staff who seek to meet the 
varied needs of all students. We provide Special Needs Education,  Lan-
guage Support Classes, Counselling services, as well as Behaviour Manage-
ment Plans for students.
This year, we welcome a new LSS team member; Ms. Robinah. She will be 
teaching the Language Support Lessons for Years 1-5.
As a parent, if you ever feel that your child needs the support of LSS, please seek out Ms. Rachelle with any 
inquiry.
               Rachelle Hale - HoD Learner Support Services
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Progress and Promotion

Children who have not signed up for school lunch, afterschool clubs or Daycare should be picked up at 
12:25pm. If the child is not picked up they will be taken to Daycare and charged accordingly.  
*If you know that your child will be attending Daycare on a regular basis, we ask that you sign up and pay 
the fees in advance to avoid any inconveniences.  
In true AIS fashion, all of our new smiling ECDC teachers were welcomed with a song…“cha cha cha!” We 
are thrilled to have them as part of our AIS family. Please join us in welcoming:
Ms. Georgina –Class Teacher (EC2 Flamingos)
Ms. Annamaria- Teaching Assistant (EC2 Flamingos)
Ms. Lydia- Teaching Assistant (EC2 Cranes)
Ms. Rebecca- Teacher (Reception Elephants)
Ms. Sarah- Teaching Assistant (Reception Elephants)
Ms. Agnes- Teacher (Reception Hippos)
Ms. Natasha- Teaching Assistant (Reception Hippos)
We are already busy learning and preparing for our ECDC Assemblies! 
The assemblies taking place this term are Reception on October 8th and EC2 on November 12th. Please 
save the dates and join us for a wonderful showcase of what we are learning in our Units of Inquiry.
Looking forward to an amazing year of playing, adventuring, discovering and learning! 

Year Bands Class starts at: Class ends at: Children will 
be moved to 
Daycare at:

Afterschool 
clubs end at:

After club 
children will 
be moved to 
daycare at:

Creche, EC1, 
EC2

8:45am 12:25pm 12:45pm 2:00pm 2:15pm

Reception 8:45am 2:40pm 3:00pm 3:30pm 3:45pm

Sarah Bowman- HoD ECDC

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT CENTRE UPDATES
Welcome to a wonderful new academic year at AIS!  I am so  happy to see all the new and returning faces this 
year. Let me take a some time to introduce myself. My name is Ms. Sarah and I am the Head of Department 
for the Early Childhood Development Centre (ECDC). Last year, I was acting as the Curriculum Coordinator 
and will continue in that role this year as well.  I am from San Diego, California in the United States, but I have 
been in Uganda for nearly 10 years. I love working with children and I’m privileged  to work in the most fun 
department at Acorns. 
All the ECDC teachers and I are incredibly excited about this new year ahead of us. We are off to a great start, 
beginning with our first Unit of Inquiry: Who We Are. In this unit, our themes are “A Look in the Mirror” and 
“My Family.”  Students will have a wonderful time as they discover and learn about thier unique identities.  
If you would like to learn more about our curriculum, I urge you to come for Coffee with the Curriculum         
Coordinator on September 13th. To add to the fun, we will be having Family Week  from September 16th-20th, 
ending with Grandparents Day on the 20th. Please stay tuned for more details as the dates get closer. 
We would like to apologize for a miscommunication that went out regarding ECDC and Daycare timings. 
To clarify, the timings and schedule for the Early Childhood Development Centre are as follows:

Throughout the academic year, parents will receive feedback on their child’s abilities 
in the classroom, in the form of classroom reports and MAP Assessment scores. At the 
end of the year, AIS staff will critically look at students who score low and may make 
the suggestion to parents that the child should repeat the year. This letter will be a 
recommendation to parents, and will not be mandatory. However, parents will have to 
sign a statement recognizing that the recommendation was made and not taken. 

Promotion will also be ascertained on the basis of a student’s attendance, along with 
MAP Score. Any student attending less than 85% of school days and scoring below the 15th percentile in 
their MAP scores, will be recommended to repeat former year.
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PRIMARY YEARS PROGRAMME UPDATES

MESSAGE FROM PYP COORDINATOR

In the spirit of being life-long learners, ECDC and Primary teaching staff will be taking a weekend off                        
November to take part in a series of IB workshops over a period of two days, November 8-9, 2019. Please 
note that November 8 is a Friday and therefore, students will be off school this day, to allow teachers to          
effectively take part in the program. Any weekend programs that the school runs on Saturday will also be 
suspended for November 9. 
As an IB World school we are committed to continual professional development for our teaching staff. Please 
bear with us and make note of this in your calendars as it did not reflect in our annual school calendar pend-
ing confirmation from IB which we received recently.

Welcome back to another exciting academic year.  I trust that your summer holidays have been fun and that 
you have had the opportunity to rest, relax and recuperate – but most importantly, to enjoy the blessing of 
unstructured time to be with family and friends and do the things you want to do. 
A special word of welcome to all our new families who have joined us this academic year and to the year one 
students from the reception class. We look forward to working with you! And to our existing families, we 
look forward to a new chapter in the lives of your children – one in which we trust that they will continue to 
grow in attributes, values and skills that IB embraces. We have grown significantly, and have three streams 
at each class level. We would like to welcome the new staff who have joined due to this growth.
Meet our new staff in the Primary Department:
Ms Nabakooza Pionah - TA Y1Sunflowers
Ms Isabella Kezabu - Y2 TA Chimpanzees
Ms Judith Akoth - Y2 Lemurs
Ms Jackline Suubi - Homeroom teacherY3 Beavers 
Ms Harriet Naluyange - TA Y5 sea lions
Ms Margery Kwaga - TA Y6 Cedars
Ms Ruth Kisakye - TA      Y6 Acacias
Ms Atukwase  Claire - TA  Y5 Titaniun
Ms Kugonza Sheila - Homeroom teacher  Y5 Dolphins

We have a lot in store this year and can’t wait to see what the students are able to do! We look forward to 
working together to make this another excellent school year!

Shallon Baguma - Head of Department (Primary) 

We will continue to have class assemblies where our students will demonstrate their learning through 
music, dance, play etc. We will also organize an exhibition or unit celebration for each class, where students 
will showcase what they have covered in their their Unit of Inquiry through displays, projects and various 
presentations. Parents are welcome to attend and support their children. 
Below is the schedule for the Class Assemblies and Unit Celebration / exhibition: 

PYP ASSEMBLIES/EXHIBITIONS TIMETABLE 2019-2020
Month Events
October 2nd  - Y6 Class Assembly
November 13th  - Y4 Class Assembly

22nd – Y3 End of unit exhibition
December 4th – Y1 Class Assembly
January 15th – Y5 Class Assembly

24th – Y2 End of unit exhibition
February 26th  - Y3 Class Assembly

Class Assemblies

Evans Kimani - PYP CC
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MYP UPDATES

Welcome back to all new and returning students and staff! The MYP floor was filled with 
excitement as              everyone returned on August 26th, 2019.  It was evident that both 
teachers and students had a restful break, and were ready to start the new academic 
year. 
We are excited to note that our student enrollment in the MYP has grown and new teach-
ers have joined the                 programme. Thanks to the consistent support and trust of 
our Secondary parents and guardians. 

This academic year our first AIS class will complete the MYP cycle and have the         opportunity to move 
onto the Diploma Program(DP). The Year 11 students will be guided and prepared to research, design and 
present their personal projects as a requirement of the IBO for the completion of the MYP cycle. They will 
also be adequately prepared for the IGCSE pen and paper assessments in their 
subject areas. 
What to expect on the MYP floor this year?
Should you ever visit the MYP floor, be sure to meet enquiring friendly learners with a passion to take on new 
challenges, no matter how difficult. Students are offered over 12 subjects derived from 8 conceptual groups. 
While subjects are learnt independently, learners get a chance to have interdisciplinary units which involve 
two or more subjects addressing a common key concept or global context. They are able to examine this 
concept through their own perspective in order to apply knowledge and understanding to their daily lives.
In addition to Ms Zoe, we would like to also welcome:
Ms Nezihe Izmiroglu Year 10N homeroom teacher, who will also teach Individuals and Societies
Mr Evans Amanyire Mathematics and Science Teacher
Ms Lydia Bulage Year 8 L homeroom teacher, who will also teach English Language and Literature 
Mr Benis Batiri French teacher 

Following the spectacular performance of our students at the Kampala Round 
of the World Scholars Cup, a group of MYP students and teachers will be trav-
elling to Durban, South Africa from September 22 – 29, 2019 to participate in 

the Mini Global Round of the World Scholars Cup.

My name is Zoe Calder. I am from Wales in the UK. 
I join AIS after working in an independent boarding school, St. David’s College in 
the beautiful North Wales. I worked at St David’s College for six years. 
My hobbies include a number of different sports, but especially Netball, music and 
learning new things and meeting new people.
At AIS, you will interact with me regarding many MYP-related matters, including 
the Behaviour Policy,  helping run the Class WhatsApp groups, building a strong                        
student community and aiding other HODs to ensure the smooth running of                
day-to-day  activities.
Feel free to drop in to discuss any of the above, or just for a hot cuppa tea at my of-

fice, which is the previous PYP Music Room. 

Acorns International School has a Bring Your Own Device initiative. Students in Year 
10 and higher will be able to bring laptops, netbooks or tablets to use for educational 
purposes. Students in lower years will not be allowed to bring any technological de-
vices to school, in alignment with previous AIS policies.

A New Year in MYP

World Scholars Cup

Welcome Ms. Zoe 

Electronic Device Policy

Charles Olomo - HoD Secondary
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STANDALONE AND SPORTS UPDATES

Arianna Anglin - Deputy HoD PrimararyINTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

School Events

Public Holidays (Office Closed)

School Holidays (Office Open: 9am - 4pm)

Office Hours: Mon - Fri: 7:30am - 5:00pm

ECDC class assemblies will be held on Tuesdays; PYP class assemblies and
MYP assembly will be held on Wednesdays. A detailed assembly calendar will
be shared with parents at the start of the academic year. 

 All fees are due by end of first week of every term. 

Staff Professional Development

School Days

ACADEMIC CALENDAR 2019-2020 
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23rd

26th

Open Day and Orientation for new
parents

16th - 20th ECDC Family Week / Assessments

 13th Coffee with Curriculum
Coordinator (CCC) / PTO Elections

20th ECDC Grandparents’ Day

15th Staff in Service 

First Day of Term I

Service Week /
MYP Week without Walls

 13th 3-Way Conference
(End of Term I)

 25th Holiday - Christmas Day
 26th Holiday - Boxing Day

 16th Holiday - Archibishop
Janani Luwum Day

 14th 100 Days @ AIS
 10th - 13th ECDC Favourite Week 
 3rd - 14th Assessments

 15th - 16th Y6 Overnight Trip 

 17th - 21st Midterm Break / MYP
International Trek Trip  

7th First Day of Term II
6th Staff in Service

17th Coffee with Curriculum
Coordinator (CCC)

 20th  - 24th ECDC Book Week & 
PYP/MYP Word Week

 24th Intra-school Spelling Bee
Competition

 26th Holiday - NRM Liberation Day

 6th - 7th Sports Gala
 8th Student-led Conferences / 

End of Term II

 

 20th Staff in Service
 21st First Day of Term III
 27th - 30th Math Week

 1st Holiday - Labour Day
 4th - 22nd PYP Assessments
 25th - 26th Midterm Break

3rd Holiday - Martyrs’ Day
9th Holiday - National Heroes’ Day
12th Y6 PYP Exhibition
19th Parent Teacher Meeting (PTM)
20th - 21st Secondary Tent City (Overnight)
 24th - 26th

 25th - 26th

Graduation Ceremonies
Celebration of Learning
(End of Term III)

 1st - 11th MYP Assessments

 28th Evacuation Drill 3
 29th Y11 Personal Project

9th

5th World Teachers’ Day
(Teachers’ Picnic) 

1st - 4th Student Rep. Elections

17th - 18th Global Village / MYP Africana
Holiday - Independence Day

21st - 25th Midterm Break
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 27th School Play
 20th Year 9 Community Project

 8th Holiday - International
Women's Day

 5th Evacuation Drill 2

 12th - 13th Health Check 2
7
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Next Academic Year (2020 - 2021)
Starts on 24th August 2020

  10th - 13th Holidays - Easter

9th - 12th

Fieldtrips  19th - 29th

Evacuation Drill 1 6th 

Health Check 1 7th  - 8th 

Talent Hunt 16th
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The AIS Family is definitely growing on all fronts. It gives me great pleasure in introducing the new additions 
to my team:
Ms. Karine - ECDC and lower primary French
Ms. Teddy - ECDC Music, Dance and Drama
Coach Achiles  - ECDC and lower primary Sports and 
Swimming
Coach Frank  - Sports and Swimming Year 3 to 6 
Mr. Hudson - ICT in ECDC and lower primary
For all students in Years 1 - 11 selected in the various sports teams, there will be practice three times a week:
• Tuesday mornings from 7:00 – 8:00 a.m.
• Wednesday afternoons from 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.
• Saturday mornings from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.


