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Date Event
7th  Mar Coffee with Curriculum Coordinator
8th  Mar Holiday - Women’s Day
18th - 22nd  Mar ECDC & PYP Student-led Conferences
25th - 28th  Mar Sports Week / MYP Student-led Conferences
29th Mar Sports Gala (End of Term II)
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Message from the Head of School / CEO

Evacuation Drill

MYP Upcoming events

Our Evacuation Drill was executed smoothly, with even our 
two-year-olds on board, who knew they had to leave their 
homeroom because, “the fire engine had to come”! 

The Kampala round of the World Scholars Cup will take place on March 27 -28, 2019. Deadline for 
registration payment is February 28.
We have also planned an exciting, yet challenging, MYP Cultural Trekking Trip in Uganda from April 
1 – 5, 2019. It is open to all MYP Year Bands at a participation fee of $550, due by March 15, 2019. 
Students will hike Mt Moroto in North East Uganda, interact with the Karamojong as they learn about their 
culture. They will then head north to enjoy the beautiful scenery of Kidepo Valley National Park and the 
animals there in, as well as visiting the Ik tribe, who traditionally inhabit the valley. The mountain trekking 
and cultural excursions are aimed at getting our students out of their comfort zones, hearing stories from 
people unlike them, and ultimately challenging themselves in ways they wouldn’t have done otherwise. 

We all strive to leave a mark in this world. But this mark 
must not be our carbon footprint! One step that we, as 
an institution, have taken and strive towards is reducing 
unnecessary paper wastage. Starting December 2018, we 
switched to the electronic version of our newsletter, and 
I am proud that our AIS family has accepted this wholeheartedly. We will be sharing this version through 
email and CPR groups, as well.

Term II has been an eventful one for our school – Rigorous - due to assessments, Funny - as we celebrated 
Favourites Week and 100 days, Knowledgeable - because of Book Week, performance-based assemblies, 
Responsible - as we practiced evacuation drills, and Independence- as Year 6 students go for the overnight 
trip with their teachers and mentors.

I am also proud that my staff understands the importance of learning, as they teach. During their midterm 
break, most of our HoDs will be travelling to Kenya to attend an IB Conference. Hopefully, this workshop 
will provide wonderful opportunities for learning, gaining new friendships and bringing helpful and valu-
able information back to AIS.

Please take the time to browse through the 2019-20 academic calendar, which is also part of this
newsletter.

I hope you enjoy this much-deserved midterm break, and spend quality time as a family. Stay happy, cool 
and healthy!          - Ameena Lalani - HoS/CEO

Our murals from last term’s Art Exhibition were evaluated by a group of PYP Art 
teachers from around the globe and votes were cast for pieces that really advanced 
the six PYP themes. The winning classes Y1S, Y1V, Y2D, Y3B, Y4S and Y4N were 
treated to a pizza party, c/o our chef!

Art Exhibition Murals
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Message from the Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)

The biggest achievement for this 
Parent Teacher Organisation (PTO) 
since we started in mid-October 
was to put in place a Class Parent 
Representative (CPR) group for 
each class, to get updates from 
their class regarding activities 
and events taking place in school, 
as this was the biggest challenge 
parents were facing. Thanks to the 
parents who volunteered to take 
time out from their busy schedules 
to be a CPR. Another big thank you 
to Ms. Rachelle who works day and 
night to make sure the groups are 
running smoothly. 
A goal of PTO this year was to 
positively reinforce the behaviour 
plans that were in place at the 
Primary and Secondary Levels. We 
wanted to encourage and motivate 
the students towards good be-
havior by rewarding the students 
who reach the top 50% in their 
class behaviour plans. To make it 
clearer for the parents who have 
not been able to attend the PTO in-
formation meetings, we are raising 
funds to be able to treat these stu-
dents. We are currently finalizing 

our plans for 
the events we 
want to throw 
for these 
high-achieving 

students for both at the end of 
Term 2 and 3. All fundraising 
efforts are working towards this 
goal. Thank you to parents who 
have participated in the following 
successful fundraisers:

- Art Exhibition December 14, 
2018: 
We were so excited to partner 
with the school in order to put on 
a successful Art Exhibition. PTO 
members were able to help with 
the organization of student work. 
PTO also arranged for classes to 
create art pieces that then were 
sold to the parents. This was a 
hugely successful event! Thank 
you to all the parents that came 
to view the art work and those 
who bought the class pieces.

 
- Book Fair January 21-25, 2019:
 This was an amazing way to start 
Term 2! Parents donated books 
that their children have out-
grown and other parents were 
able to purchase them at a low 
cost. 
 It was an amazing week and we 

got lots of posi-
tive feedback 
from parents 
and teachers. 
We are hoping 
to have this 
book fair every 

year, so parents can 
continue to clean out the old 
and stock up on a new variety 
of books for their children. A big 
thank you to the school for do-
nating 100 books and the parents 
that donated or bought in books 
for sale. It wouldn’t have been 
such a successful event without 
your support.
- Home Clothes Day- Every last 
Friday of the month:
For students and parents who are 
interested, the school will allow 
students to come to school in 
home clothes every last Friday of 
the month if they pay 2,000UGX 
at the gate to the PTO team. 

UPCOMING EVENT: 
Sports Week March 25- 28, 2019
For those parents who have 
companies and want to advertise 
during Sports Day, PTO will
 arrange for you to have your 
banner (pull-up or teardrop) 
on display for the cost of 
200,000UGX per banner. We will 
start taking bookings after the 
midterm break. More updates 
will be posted in the CPR groups. 

Wishing you all a relaxing and 
happy midterm break!!
  Shamira Morvi
  PTO Chairperson 
 

Message from Finance Department
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Term 2 fees were due by January 15, 2019. Late payments will incur a 5%
 surcharge. Please note, if you have paid fees in the bank, kindly submit a copy of 

bank advice to the Finance Department. 
Also, a polite reminder for parents about daycare charges. Students must be picked 
up within 15 minutes of completing daily classes, or clubs, whichever applies. Stu-
dents who are not picked up within this timeframe incur daycare charges, which is 
then added to your invoice the following term.

AIS offers a 15% reduction on one term’s fee, following the introduction of a new enrolled student. 
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ECDC  UPDATES

It’s been a fantastic start to the new 
calendar year in ECDC.  We’ve been 
joined by lots of new friends, who have 
been made very welcome to our class 
families. 

We celebrated the importance of reading, with Book Week at the end of January; the high-
light of this week was a visit from MYP students to read to us.  This was very much enjoyed 
by everyone involved and we look forward to the next time!
Favourites’ Week taught us so much more about our little friends and what they love! 
Friends looked amazing in their favourite clothes and thoroughly enjoyed sharing their fa-
vourite things, games and snacks during the week.

EC2 had a fantastic assembly, showing us what 
they’ve been learning about seasons, gardens and 
zumba!  After Cranes and Ostriches showed us their 
moves, everyone had a chance to get up and dance in 
a Zumba session.  It was a fun and interactive insight 
into a part of an ECDC day.

Rehearsals are well underway for our production, 
‘Eddie the Penguin Saves the World!’, which will be 
performed as our Celebration of Learning this year.  
We can’t wait to show you the fruit of all our 
hardwork and practice.
I hope you have a restful midterm break and look 
forward to seeing you soon!

Assembly

Book Week



At Year 3 level, our students are in-
troduced to cursive handwrit¬ing. 
Perfecting this handwriting is a 
process, and students may find 
challenges to acquire the necessary skills. 
Therefore, we kindly request you to be patient until 
students write neatly in cursive handwriting. 
As a way of encouraging our students to write 
neatly, AIS proudly awards certificates 
(Pen Licenses) to students who acquire the required 
skills. Thank you for your continued support.

On January 30, our Year 4s had their 
annual assembly. Each Year 4 class 
presented one, of the three, units they 
had covered so far this year. Year 4 
Platinum looked at different ways of 

expressing themselves using poetry, while Year 4 Gold, 
extended their unit, ‘In the Headlines’, with their own 
TV channel and reporters, who also went live from a 
dance performance at the AIS Global Village celebra-
tion! Year 4 Titanium performed a skit about the unit, 
‘Alive and Kicking’. Their skit included facts about the 
human body and how to stay healthy.

PYP UPDATES

Season 1 of ISSA concluded with a meeting of ISSA member schools held at AIS 
on November 26, 2018. It was a time of reflection, welcoming two new mem-
ber schools and preparation for Season 2, which successfully started in Janu-
ary. This season includes Basketball, Soccer and swimming for alternate age 

groups, and includes Table Tennis and Badminton. 
The season kicked off to a good start with AIS having opportunities to host two events for ISSA; Badminton/
Table tennis tournament on January 15, 2019 in our newly finished  Auditorium and ISSA U8 Jamboree for 
the young upcoming players.
In anticipation of Sports Gala at AIS later this term, we signed up a team of our MYP students to take part in 
the Cross Country marathon held at Kaazi. Scores can be seen on our scoreboard at the reception area. 
Here are some highlights from the first half of this season; 

(AIS is part of schools in Kampala receiving training from the Table Tennis Federation of Uganda)

Every year, we host a forum where Year 6 parents 
find out about the unique journey that lies ahead 
for their children. Typically, it is a forum where the 
PYP coordinator, supported by homeroom teach-
ers, lead a session (mostly PowerPoint and Q&A) 
to discuss the Exhibition, ITEM (AIS mentorship 
program), Graduation and Next steps (MYP). This 
year, in the spirit of giving our students voice and 
choice, they got to prepare presentations around 
the milestones of Y6 students and presented it in 
a well-organized, colourful and informative pres-
entation on January 31, 2019. The success of the 
event was marked by the few questions we got 
from parents, due to the well-executed presenta-
tions by students. We would like to thank the peer 

ISSA @ AIS

Year 6 Parent Information Meeting

Pen License
Assembly

mentors from MYP for giving much-needed informa-
tion to Y6 parents about the MYP program. Gratitude 
goes out to the Y6 team of educators and mentors for 
their ongoing support in this transition period.
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The MYP floor has been bustling since Day 1 of this term! Our team 
spent the first two days in inspiring professional development ses-
sions with the consultant from the IBO. These sessions were a great 
opportunity to update learnings, and imbibe new best practices 
from across the globe.

Book Week was characterized by competitions in book cover designing and 
writing short stories. A pizza party was organized to honour the three stu-
dents from each class, nominated by their classmates for having made the 
most outstanding book covers. Two outstanding short stories were 
nominated per class and will be published in a hardbound book by the 
school.

Our Year 9 students have also had an oppor-
tunity to share their science skills with the 
Year 2 class in the Science Lab. 

The AIS MYP Family has not only been making meaningful strides on campus, but also at the national level! 
Mr. Neal, our design and technology teacher, has become somewhat regular on various news channels and 

MYP students also 
had a lot of fun 
reading to the ECDC 
s t u d e n t s .

MYP UPDATES

Design & Technology

Professional Development

Book Week

Year 9 Science Skills

papers for his remarkable contributions to the 
field of technological innovations, which 
includes a smart mirror and smart kitchen. 
Our students are building another prototype of 

smart mirror, which will be displayed in school upon completion.
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

School Events

Public Holidays (Office Closed)

School Holidays (Office Open: 9am - 4pm)

Office Hours: Mon - Fri: 7:30am - 5:00pm

ECDC class assemblies will be held on Tuesdays; PYP class assemblies and
MYP assembly will be held on Wednesdays. A detailed assembly calendar will
be shared with parents at the start of the academic year. 

 All fees are due by end of first week of every term. 

Staff Professional Development

School Days

ACADEMIC CALENDAR 2019-2020 
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23rd

26th

Open Day and Orientation for New
Parents

16th - 20th ECDC Family Week / Assessments

 13th Coffee with Curriculum
Coordinator (CCC) / PTO Elections

20th ECDC Grandparents Day

15th Staff in Service 

First Day of Term I

Service Week /
MYP Without Walls Week 

 13th 3-Way Conference
(End of Term I)

 25th Holiday - Christmas Day
 26th Holiday - Boxing Day

 16th Holiday - Archibishop
Janani Luwum Day

 14th 100 Days @ AIS
 10th - 13th ECDC Favourite Week 
 3rd - 14th Assessments

 15th - 16th Y6 Overnight Trip 

 17th - 21st Mid-term Break / MYP
International Trek Trip  

7th First Day of Term II
6th Staff in Service

17th Coffee with Curriculum
Coordinator (CCC)

 20th  - 24th ECDC Book Week & 
PYP/MYP Word Week

 24th Intra-school Spelling Bee
Competition

 26th Holiday - NRM Liberation Day

 6th - 7th Sports Gala
 8th Student-led Conferences / 

End of Term II

 

 20th Staff in Service
 21st First Day of Term III
 27th - 30th Math Week

 1st Holiday - Labour Day
 4th - 22nd PYP Assessments
 25th - 26th Mid-term Break

3rd Holiday - Matyrs Day
9th Holiday - Heroes Day
12th Y6 PYP Exhibition
19th Parent Teacher Meeting (PTM)
20th - 21st Secondary Tent City (Overnight)
 24th - 26th

 25th - 26th

Graduation Ceremonies
Celebration of Learning
(End of Term III)

 1st - 11th MYP Assessments

 28th Evacuation Drill 3
 29th Y11 Personal Project

9th

5th World Teachers’ Day
(Teachers’ Picnic) 

1st - 4th Student Rep Elections

17th - 18th Global Village / MYP Africana
Holiday - Independence Day

21st - 25th Mid-term Break
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 27th School Play
 20th Year 9 Community Project

 8th Holiday - Women's Day
 5th Evacuation Drill 2

 12th - 13th Health Check-up 2
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Academic Year (2020 - 2021)
Starts on 26th August 2020

  10th - 13th Holidays - Easter

9th - 12th

Whole School Fieldtrips  19th - 29th

Evacuation Drill 1 6th 

Health Check-up 1 7th  - 8th 

Talent Hunt 16th
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Term I

Term II

Term III

Term I
(74 Days)

Term II
(63 Days)

Term III
(45 Days)
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